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1. Background 
A proposed mineral agreement between the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the United 

States has garnered global attention. The deal, still under negotiation, reportedly provides the U.S. 

with strategic access to DRC's $20 trillion mineral reserves in exchange for enhanced U.S. military 

and strategic support. President Félix Tshisekedi has described it as a potential pathway to "peace 

and prosperity" for the Congolese people. 

 

2. Strategic Benefits for the DRC 
2.1. Enhanced Security and Peacebuilding 

• U.S. military support could help the DRC counter armed groups in the eastern provinces and 

secure mining zones. 

• Improved security conditions may attract long-term private investment and reduce 

humanitarian crises. 

2.2. Increased Geopolitical Leverage 
• Engagement with the U.S. raises the DRC's global profile and diversifies its strategic 

partnerships beyond traditional allies (e.g., China, France, Belgium). 

• It can increase the DRC's bargaining power in global mineral supply chains. 

2.3. Infrastructure and Institutional Development 
• The deal could be structured to include infrastructure investments in transport, energy, and 

logistics. 

• If tied to governance reforms, it may strengthen regulatory institutions and public 

accountability. 

2.4. Technology Transfer and Capacity Building 
• Partnership with U.S. entities may bring modern mining technologies, skills training, and 

environmental safeguards. 

• Potential for value chain upgrading and local beneficiation of minerals (e.g. cobalt, lithium, 

copper). 

2.5. Economic Transformation and Job Creation 
• Proper revenue management could support national development goals in education, health, 

and entrepreneurship. 

• Promotion of Congolese SMEs in mining supply chains can create inclusive, green jobs. 
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3. Considerations for Sustainable Implementation 
To ensure national benefit, the agreement must: 

• Uphold Congolese sovereignty over its resources 

• Include transparency mechanisms (e.g., EITI standards) 

• Safeguard community rights and the environment 

• Establish fair value-sharing models 

• Promote local workforce inclusion and gender equality. 

4. Peace Gold – A best practice approach to 
small-scale mining 

PeaceGold’s mission is to see gold in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo become a tool for peace 

and prosperity for local communities. 

PeaceGold aims to build peace in conflict-affected artisanal and small-scale gold mining 

communities in Ituri province, Democratic Republic of Congo. Some of the benefits include: 

➢ Traceable origins 

➢ Removing child labour 

➢ Community-based psycho-social support 

➢ Transparent, legalised supply chain 

➢ Investment into local community 

➢ Ethical and environmental protection 

➢ Creation of a community-led social fund 

➢ Rehabilitating former combattants.1 

 

5. Conclusion 
If strategically negotiated and transparently implemented, this mineral deal could mark a 

historic opportunity for the DRC to convert its vast natural wealth into peace, prosperity, 

and sustainable industrial transformation. The key lies in responsible governance, equitable 

distribution, and long-term vision.2 

 

 

 
1 Source: PeaceGold - Responsible, ethical gold mining accessed 21st of April 2025.  
2 For further briefings or advisory support, contact: 4IP Group: info@4ipgroup.com  

https://peacegold.org/
mailto:info@4ipgroup.com
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